Three Thieves 
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One night, three sharp-witted thieves went out 
together to steal. At the same time, Balsingh 
the king, disguised as an ordinary citizen was 
strolling in the city. On his way the king met 
the three thieves and he asked, “Who are 
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“We are thieves.” 

The king, who was a great admirer of honest 
and intelligent people was taken aback as the 
people of his palace had always told him that 
there are only honest and hard-working people 
in his kingdom. 

“Who are you,” asked the thieves. 

“I too am a thief,” replied the king. 

Hearing this the first thief said, “Do you know I 
can break open locks simply by looking at 
them.” 

“I sniff the earth and tell exactly where the 
treasure lies,” said the second thief. 

And then, the third thief said, 
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“Once I see a person, I can recognize him even 
after hundred years.” 

Now it was king’s turn and he said, “I can get a 
person released from captivity by the turn of 
my head. If you take me along with you, I will 
take half of the loot.” 

Since the fear of being caught and jailed was 
always on their minds, the three thieves 
thought that he would be a very useful person. 
In case they were caught, he would have them 
released by the turn of his head. 

So, they took the king along with them and all 
the four went to steal. 

The king tactfully brought them to his own 
palace. The first thief looked at the locks and 
the locks were broken. The second thief sniffed 
the ground and discovered the hidden treasure 
in the cellar. 

After stealing the treasure when the thieves 
were about to leave the palace, the king hid 
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himself and got them arrested. 

Next day, the thieves were brought before the 
king. The moment they entered the king’s 
court, the third thief recognized the king as 
their fourth partner and said, “Your Highness, 
we three have displayed our skills. Now, it is 
your turn. You are the fourth thief.” 

On hearing this, the king turned his head and 
they were released. 

The king got up from his throne, came close to 
the thieves and said, “All of you have great 
skills but you misuse them. Heed my advice 
and use your skills for a good cause. Then you 
will not have to hide like this, you can spend 
the rest of your life as good citizens.” 
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